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Chance or Choice? ~ Hispanic Ministries

It was slightly after 4:00 p.m. on a Sunday
afternoon. A group of us were returning from
a conference in Dallas. At 5:00 p.m., service
would begin at our church and we were still
about an hour away. We were barely going
to make it. It was at this time, I noticed a car
parked along the road and a lady flagging for
help. It is not good for a pastor to be late for
service. I struggled about whether or not to
stop. But, I did.

We learned that her name was Jessica and
she had run out of gas. We did not have any,
but offered to drive her to the nearest gas
station to get some. She hesitated, but finally
agreed. The first gas station turned out to be
around 25 minutes away.

On our way back, I asked about her Christian
life to which she said that she did her best. I
noticed how tired she looked. She had the
impression of someone who was having a
rough life.

I'told her that she looked tired from spending
her life chasing things that she cannot get;
that I knew Jesus had arranged this meeting
because He loves her and wants her to
return to him. She began to cry. I offered to
pray with and for her to return to Christ and
she said “yes” All of us in the vehicle prayed.
Afterwards, in the silence, there was a
sweet presence of the Holy Spirit. When we
arrived at her vehicle, she gave me a big hug
and would not let go. A great sense of relief
was visible in her face.

Jessica didn’t know, but this meeting was not
only arranged for her. The night before, I had
been praying to God about losing passion;
asking for reassurance that He still wants to
use me to reach others. Through Jessica, He
reminded me that He has not changed, but
that I have not been listening to Him.

All of us have different reasons to rush, but
sometimes we can miss the most important

purpose in our

lives because

we do not see

or hear what is

around us. We

have to choose

to be sensitive,

watchful and

mindful of where

God wants us, what

He wants us to do, and when He wants us to

do it. Take time today to hear what God is
telling you.

Hoclow Letino

Director of Hispanic Ministries

Jesus is Born - the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand ~ Ellie Geppert

“Since the time, as a child, I threw popsicle
sticks at the roof of a neighbor’s old shed to
see if the stick went over the roof (I was in
heaven), on the roof (I was in purgatory),
or slid off the roof (I was in hell), I have
believed such places exist — well at least
heaven and hell. I believe purgatory is our
life here on earth until we make our decision
to believe in Christ and become citizens of
the Kingdom of Heaven. That is all the time
we have — the length of time of our lives
and we don’t know how long that is.

I teach that we live in a Kingdom Culture.
That is to say: in the state of Grace. “The
Grace of God has two aspects: grace as
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power over our lives and grace as power
within our lives. Grace as power over our
lives is the powerful grace of forgiveness,
of not counting our sins against us, of
welcoming us into the new Covenant and
the new kingdom. Grace as power within
our lives is the grace of renewal, of the
abandonment of old ways and habits and
patterns, of the growth of new life and new
maturity in citizenship in the kingdom.

Itis not only the case that God does not count
our sins against us. It is also the case that
God works to eradicate sin from our lives.
God’s grace is the medicine we need for the
fallen human condition. The grace of God
calls forth our praise and thanksgiving. The
grace of God also calls forth graciousness.
God has loved us so that we might love God
and love each other. God has forgiven us so
that we might be restored to God and forgive
each other.

The coming of Christ and of the Kingdom

of God is not a matter of the establishment
of individual and independent relationships
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with God. It has to do, instead, with the
creation of the new human community.
Grace brings renewal to our lives, and our
graciousness toward each other is one of
the most obvious consequences of that”
(Written by Dr. James C. Goodloe IV, Pastor)

When I lived in Guatemala, I used to say I
lived in a grace bubble. We lived communally
and needed His love and grace to survive.
It doesn’t matter where we live or who we
are when we are in the Kingdom of God.
We know how to be and what we are to do.
There is no wondering if we are acceptable
because we belong to Him. If you want to
know what Jesus said, just read Matthew
chapters 5-7 (21 Things You Need to Know),
Luke chapters 10-12 and the parables.

Have a Merry Christmas rejoicing that
Jesus came to earth to bring the Kingdom of
Heaven.
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Operation Capital City/Mexico

Here it is, just three days before I leave for
my very first mission trip to South America.
I find myself at a crossroads between
frenzied last minute packing, organizing
and planning and sporadic, desperate
prayer. Finally, I ask the Lord, “What must I
do now?” He answers ... loud and clear, you
have obeyed, now TRUST! Saints, there is
something important here for us to learn!
Obedience itself is not enough! For what
joy, what contentment is there in obeying
God in a ministry call or assignment if we
are so full of stress and worry because of it,
that we are miserable ... and by the way, how
does God get Glory in that? I know so many
Pastors and other ministers (missionaries
included) who absolutely reflect no joy in
their lives. They are unhappy, unfulfilled and
not only that, they are a terrible witness.

I guess I am really talking to myself here,
because I feel that I am at this place. I
have heard the call to take specific prayer
to the nations. I have answered that call. I
am always in the “raising finances mode”
to facilitate that call. I am networking,
connecting and communicating constantly
to grow in that call; I feel that I have done
all that I can do. And now, IT IS TIME TO
TRUST! Ephesians 6:13 says, “having done
all, TO STAND? I will wait upon the Lord.
I will trust in the Lord. And I will give Him
Glory in all that He does.

Please pray for me as I lead this team. This is
a brand new venture ... a different people, a

different culture. Believe with me that God
will have His way, that we as a team will
function under the amazing POWER of the
HOLY GHOST, and that we will find favor
as we have never experienced it before! Next
month, you will ... did you hear that????
YOU WILL hear testimony of His Goodness
in Chile, Argentina and Uruguay.

Put your complete trust in Him, and
experience the true joy of the Lord.

Foostor Conal

Iwc@lwchermitage.org

Mexico
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Confidence in Troubled Times (contd from page 9)

4. Know that God loves us with an eternal
love. (Romans 8:28-39)

On his deathbed, this man could still smile.
How could he be dying and still so happy?
He learned that nothing, absolutely nothing
can separate him from the love of God.
Not even death! He knew God loved him
no matter what. This man was a hard-core
communist general, but he knew that even
God loved him despite all the things he had
done. He found comfort in His grace and
confidence in His love.
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My friends, when unexpected tragedy or
hardship comes your way, remember the
Lord, your God is still in control. He is
always with you and He will meet your needs
because He loves you. Trust in him and you
will have confidence in these troubled times.
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Books by Mark Geppert
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ATTACK LAMBS

=

Stepping
Stones

Twelve crucial steps
to abundant living
and practical advice
for growing and
standing every day.

Bridges

This book teaches
how to establish

a ministry base,
develop resources,
intercede, disciple
with purpose, go
beyond the church,
evaluate and sustain
the work.

A Faith To
Die For

How can you face
death squarely,
without fear? Mark
recounts his journey
from captivity to
freedom in Aceh,
Indonesia; knowing
a God “who never
fails us or forsakes

”

us.

Attack Lambs
This book details
the principles of
prayer walking to
powerfully impact
our world through
directed prayer for
the five key pressure
points of any
community.

...available in Chinese!
Order online at www.seapc.org or
contact us at 412-826-9063.
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Spritual Development ~ Cambodia

SEAPC-Cambodia aims to provide quality
education to the underprivileged who are
neglected. We want to help the children to
have a passport to life, especially through
education and health. However, SEAPC-C
also focuses on the spiritual development
of the students and teachers who are under
its support. This is in action through a
combination of the church and cell groups
and their devotion to bring the salvation of
Christ to people through evangelism and
from students to parents. We enlarge the
Kingdom of God by equipping the pastors,
teachers, and students with the Word of
God.

Therefore, Pastor Sinai and the team worked
to prepare ashort-term seminar at Emmanuel
of Battambang Church in Battambang
province. This was to encourage them
with the Word of God and, through them,
to share it with the people of Cambodia.
This conference was a great achievement

of our pastors and teachers because we
were encouraged by each other, and we
feel that we are not serving God alone but
all in cooperation in Christ. Furthermore,
through this short-term seminar, many
pastors learned abundantly how to live in
the Kingdom of God and how to apply the
Word of God in their lives.

Each One Reach One (contd from page 1)

Let’s say you donate $100 to SEAPC each
month which is our average per donor. If
you would enjoin one other person to do
the same, or just to match your giving level,
we would be well on the way on our faith
journey to rescue children, or to provide
Bibles for new believers, or to cure children
of disease.

Every day with Jesus gets better than the day
before; when we are able to let go of the day
before.

During one of this year’s trans-Pacific flights
(by the way I am back to M&Ms for these)
I had occasion to notice my hands. I was
wringing them to stimulate circulation. As
I clenched my fists the thought occurred to
me that, if [ hold tight to yesterday’s blessing,
I cannot receive what the Lord has for me
today. Looking at the clenched fists, the
further thought came, “If you are angry with
your brother, leave your gift and go and be
reconciled to your brother” A clenched fist
cannot receive the blessing of the Lord.
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Then I pointed my index fingers and
realized that if I am judging or accusing
another person, I also cannot receive. Or, if
I am carrying a heavy burden, I also cannot
receive until I cast all my cares on Christ.

As we enter the New Year, I am more
determined to keep palms up, hands empty. I
trust the Lord to double the size of SEAPC in
2012 and to double us again in 2013. To see
this happen, we have to continue our policy
of “pass it on as fast as we can.”

I believe that we will see the Lord establish a
refuge village for children in Cambodia. Not
just our tenth New Hope home, but a village.
I believe that we will complete the “Every
County Campaign” in Tibet and will cover
every province of Thailand with Attack
Lambs centers. I believe we will put a Bible
in the hands of every one of the thousands of
believers in Laos and complete the building
of the Thipvaly University. I believe we will
open five Prayer Centers along the South
Side of the Himalayas. I believe we will
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Lim Lum
Fellowship Word of Life Church

Director of Church Planting

Pastors and teachers gathering for
fellowship and learning

graduate our first class from the Rongko
Institue of Technology.

All of these things will happen as we join
ourselves to Jesus and enjoin others to serve
together with us.

Please have the Merriest of Christmases.
“Let not your heart be troubled” You believe
in God, believe also in His Son, Our Lord,
Jesus Christ. Sent from the Father to bring
us great joy, He has sent the Comforter, the
Holy Ghost from Heaven to brighten our day
and show us the way.

From all of us at SEAPC, to you and yours,
Merry Christmas.

P | Mare

markgeppert@seapc.us
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Giving to Jesus - Short-Term Missions

In the book of John, chapter 6:1-14, we find
the account of Jesus feeding the multitude.
I seriously doubt the young Jewish boy in
the story had any idea that his small lunch
would be used to feed 5,000 people that day.
The boy was blessed to experience a miracle
unfold right in front of his eyes. Jesus blessed
the little that he had and was able to feed so
many people. Jesus wants to do the same with
you and me. He wants us to willingly give of
our talents, gifts and resources. He will bless
the little that we have, to be a blessing others.
It starts with simple act of obedience to the
Lord, saying “Yes”.

Over the years, SEAPC has said, “Yes Lord,
use the little resources that we have,” and
He has blessed it. God has blessed SEAPC
through acts of obedience like providing a
medical procedure for the children in Tibet
or building a school in Cambodia. Hundreds
of people now have a relationship with Jesus.
Short-term mission trips are another way to
say, “Yes Lord, use the little resources that

Touching Hearts in Tibet

As we move forward into 2012 by faith and
confidence in what our God is capable,
willing, and equipped to do for the people
of Tibet through the Touching Hearts
program, we pause to pray and acknowledge
His steadfast hand in our lives. Our dear
friends and co-workers (Gail and Daniel) are
currently in Chengdu. Gail is undergoing
treatments for breast cancer that was found

SEAPC in China

I have” You and I may not be an eloquent
preacher, a skilled craftsman or a teacher
with a PhD., but God will use the little that
you have and bless it. Each mission trip is
unique; you have a chance to experience
God at work, you might even see miracles
unfold before your eyes. You will experience
His provision and His protection.

I encourage and challenge you to spend time
seeking Jesus for this coming New Year. Pray
and ask Him what resources He wants you
to give. Maybe you are to give of your time,
your talents, or of your finances for God’s
Kingdom. Perhaps itis to go on your very first
short-term mission trip. Whatever it is, will
you be willing to be obedient to His request?
Will you be willing to give your “lunch” to
Jesus so He can feed the multitude?

£d Sthmetlo

slonchka@comcast.net

in November. Daniel is close to her each day
and both of their families have surrounded
them with support and care while they
navigate the treatment plan and everything
else that comes with the news of this illness.
Their greater "Family" is growing because of
the grace and peace that they share even in
such a difficult time. They are confident in
the hand of God and know that He is able
and willing to turn a situation for good that
He may be glorified.

China
PLEASE PRAY FOR WORKERS I3
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2012 Short-Term Outreaches

April: Tibet — Prayer Walking

July: Guatemala — Construction &
Evangelism

July: Montana / Crow Indian Reservation
— Construction & VBS

July: Tibet - Prayer walking

September: Haiti — Construction &

Evangelism

October: Myanmar — Children’s
Orphanage

October: Kenya — Teaching at Bible
School & Slum Outreach

TBA: Laos

TBA: Arkansas / Hispanic Training Center
— Construction & Evangelism

I will be traveling to see them and their
family in December. We know for certain
that our God is a good God who answers
prayer and that He is the master physician.
Please join our network in prayer for our
dear friend and be looking for updates in
the SEAPC weekly prayer email. Join by

emailing info@seapc.us.

Wladlt

mattgeppert@seapc.us

Touching Hearts
patient and her mother
after treatment
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What a Gift - Matthew Geppert

I looked down to see two pieces of matted
yarn being braided around my wrist. One
was blue and one was white, and the little
fingers connecting the two were working
frantically to finish before the crowd pushed
me and my friends out of sight. It was a
stilling moment. One that was filled with
compassionate pain and one I knew I would
never forget. My eyes shifted from the
fingers down to the arms that were working
their way around the busy bodies joyfully
bouncing through the music room of Lhasa's
famed Tenzen orphanage. My view raised
from the arms to the chest, and finally up to
the face of a young boy. Shock immediately
ran over me as I saw the boy's face lifted to
me. The most beautiful Tibetan smile shown
bright from rosy cheek to cheek but the
fingers never stopped moving. This boy is
blind. In fact, I knew he would be.

Months earlier, I had been asked to lead
two talented young women from Marin,
California's acclaimed San Domenico
school, to Tibet for a cultural exchange and
visionary trip. Caitlyn Gowdy and Peggy
Cui co-created a non-profit organization
called Children In Need which gathers
student musicians from the bay area and
puts on wonderful concerts as a way to raise
awareness and funds for programs such as
our Touching Hearts project in Tibet and,

Visit our website!
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now, they wanted to visit some children
and perform for them. My team was visiting
this orphanage for the blind on our way
to the airport before catching our return
flight to Chengdu, China, after spending an
incredible week visiting two other schools
for the blind and two orphanages. Now, here
we are visiting.

The last few days were challenging. We
arrived in Lhasa to be greeted by the
typical weather, finance, schedule, access,
and altitude barriers that every short-term
team to that region faces, but we had come
through them by faith and with a smile and a
testimony. The SEAPC team worked day and
night to be sure that Caitlyn could play her
violin for blind children in three locations.
And, as she did, the Holy Spirit filled each
room and we all wept together as her
staccato notes brought giggles to each child.

Next, I stood in the music room of an
orphanage that was full of joy and hope
with my eyes locked on the face of a young
boy who was making me a gift for me to
remember him by. Frozen, receiving love
and friendship from one considered least
in the nation, I saw the perfection of Jesus
Christ. I saw why the Father gave us the gift
of salvation and redemption and I knew how
much I loved Him for it. I can love because

He first loved me. I gave the boy a hug and
thanked him for the gift then we went on
our way.

This year, your gifts brought smiles to
several hundred blind children as they
heard the violin for the very first time. In
fact, your gifts to Tibet cured 31 children
and saved them from certain death caused
by congenital heart disease. You brought
new bikes to several orphans and built bunk
beds in their homes. You planted gardens
with fresh vegetables for orphaned children
in Myanmar. You helped open the Rongko
Institute of Technology to 49 computer
science students in Cambodia. You helped
heal the sick, free the captive, and establish
a future for students in Laos through LIFPA.

You loved people who could never pay you
back and you did it because Jesus first loved
you.

Thank You, SEAPC GLOBAL COMMUN-
ITY, for making a real way and for being
a causative force for righteousness in the
world. Be blessed as you have blessed those
in need. Merry Christmas!

mattgeppert@seapc.us

Follow us at twitter.com/SEAPC

.

ia

Visit us at facebook.com/SEAPC

facebook
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;‘Read Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 2:1-12 this month

and think about the light of f¢sus.

Coler The
Star

Jsus isthelight of the world. He
was just a little baby but was the first
missionary to the world.

aw a great light whenthe

'"The shepherds S e ange\s o

Clory of God shone arou

. "The wise men followed the
light of an unusual star inthe sky .."

You can see that Jesus' arrival was very
important and awesome to everyone

and God wanted all people to seeit. The
King of Judah was ready to kill because he
knew the Light was so powerful. But, this
Light would not come into the world and
replace him as king. Other Kings were
looking forward to this new King.

What kind of King would you have been?
Would you be one who knew good things
were coming for the people from the God

who made the earth? Or one who was
afraid and jealous and wanted to keep the
power to himself?

You can be a child missionary — a lightto
the world and a star — by telling people
that Jesus came to give them life with

| Makg a Christtnas
Him forever. Pray that people all over the

Id will k J isth f God o
world will know Jesus is the son of Go Manger

who loves them and came to the earth so

they would live with Him forever. Cut out these pieces and fold the tabs back
,-} so they will stand and arrange the Christmas manager.

NN

2

v
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Merrq Christtnas?

See more children's activities on the Kids Mission page 15




